Summer 2012 Newsletter
It’s been almost 6 months since we last sent out a newsletter, and so much has
happened during that time! The team in Ethiopia were especially happy to distribute
Easter eggs to each member of our sponsored families in time for the Fasika celebrations, thanks to your
generous contributions. We have also launched our Volunteering Programme in Gondar, and have a couple
of great fundraising opportunities coming up - read on to find out more!

Kindu Klub Historic Outing
In March 2012, Selamawit - the Youth Worker who runs the Kindu Klub youth group in
Gondar - organized an outing to the Gondar Castles for 76 of our sponsored children.
The kids met at The Kindu Trust’s offices early on a Saturday
morning and walked 1.5 km to the Royal Enclosure, where
they were given a guided tour around the castles.
There are a number of different castles within the Royal
Enclosure, the oldest was built by Emperor Fasiledes in the
1640s when he established Gondar as his capital. Subsequent
castles were built by his descendants. The Royal Enclosure also
contains several Churches, the remains of a bathing pavilion
and cages that were designed to contain lions and tigers.

Kindu Klub visit the Gondar
Castles

After the tour, the children were given biscuits and drinks
before going home. The Kindu Trust is proud to be able to
offer the opportunity for our beneficiaries to discover the
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historic treasures of the country in which they live. In the
future we are hoping to purchase a minibus which will enable
us to explore further afield, into the Simian Mountains, Lake Tana and perhaps even
Axum.

8-Year-Old Maya is an inspiration to us all
Maya Dallman, from Kirkland, WA in the USA,
began this year with a resolution to "help children
in Ethiopia have better toys and books" and
consequently set about organizing her Grade 2
class to collect new and used toys and books.
Working together the children of Maya’s class
collected an impressive 82 lbs (37kg) of items to
send to The Kindu Trust, while the parents
donated the funds to cover the costs of
shipping.

Maya (front row, far left) and her
classmates with their books and toys

The parcels arrived in Gondar at the beginning of
March, to the excitement of the team! The Children
from the Kindu Klub wrote personalized thank you
The toys arrive in Gondar...
letters back to Maya and her classmates,
which they were thrilled to receive. The books are now being used in
our Kindu Klub library and the toys used in the Play Group and Kindu
Klub, adding a huge boost to our previous resources.
We have been truly inspired by Maya’s energy and enthusiasm in
organizing this donation to The Kindu Trust’s children, and would like
to extend our thanks to her, her classmates, teachers and parents.

...and are received
by some very
happy kids
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The Kindu Trust Volunteer Programme
The Kindu Trust has always been keen to accept volunteers to come and help in
our Ethiopian office, but historically we have never had a structured approach or
official programme. All this is about to change as we launch our Kindu Trust
Volunteering Programme, which is aimed at people, of any age, who wish to help
with our work in Ethiopia for a minimum period of 1 month.
The majority of volunteers with The Kindu Trust will be working with the Kindu
Klub - our youth club that runs morning and afternoon sessions daily - and work
will typically involve some teaching, running
arts and crafts sessions and helping with other
Visiting a sponsored family
activities. There may be opportunities for
volunteers with specialist skill sets to work in other areas of the organization.
Accommodation in Gondar and midday meals at The Kindu Trust compound are all
covered within the programme, along with plenty of opportunities to meet local
families and spend time at our different projects. In return, we ask volunteers to
fundraise a minimum amount, which is dependent on the amount of time they
plan to spend in Gondar. The money raised covers the costs associated with the
programme with any excess used to help fund projects in Ethiopia.
Please read the enclosed volunteering leaflet for more details, or pass it on to
friends or family you think might be interested in this life-changing experience.

Teaching at Kindu Klub

“Being part of a team that is fundamentally orientated to the welfare of others less fortunate has been a rewarding
experience whilst at the same time witnessing and understanding the poverty and barriers that face many children
and families in Gondar is truly humbling”
Peter, Volunteer 2011

The Easter Bunny visits Ethiopia
This year we launched an Easter Treats campaign to raise enough money to buy an
Easter egg for the family members of each of our sponsored families. Easter, or Fasika, in
Ethiopia is the biggest celebration of the
year, when family and friends come together
to share food and festivities. The western
tradition of chocolate Easter eggs is
unknown to Ethiopians, so the team bought
hen eggs for everyone - a more nutritious
option for these families.
THANK YOU to all of our supporters who contributed to the Easter Treats
campaign - you helped to make this year egg-stra special for our Ethiopian
families!

Upcoming Events
Bandeoke in Peterborough

Royal Parks Half Marathon

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to sing
with a band in front of a live audience? Bandeoke (like
karaoke but with a live band) gives you just that chance!
Held at the Brewery Tap in Peterborough on September
7th at 7.30pm, Bandeoke will be raising money for The
Kindu Trust. Tickets cost £5 in advance or £6 on the door.
Contact kindu@kindutrust.org for more information.

This year we have a small number of places
on the Royal Parks Half Marathon in
London on Sunday 7th October - book your
place now and fundraise for The Kindu
Trust! You’ll need to hurry as the booking
deadline is 17th August. Visit our website or
send us an email for more details.

