
Winter 2010/2011 Newsletter 
Happy New Year to all of our supporters! While in the UK we have been 
trying to cope with the January blues, our friends in Ethiopia have had 
double celebrations in January! Genna (Christmas) was celebrated on 
January 7th, and is traditionally a time to get together with family and 
friends. Timkat (Epiphany) was celebrated on 19th January - it is traditional 
on this day for Christian Orthodox worshippers in Gondar to gather at the 

Fasilidas’s  Pool, which is filled with water for the occasion. The people are blessed by priests and then many of 
them jump into the water, which is a great way to cool down in the warmth of the afternoon! 

We have moved to a new UK office!! 
For the past 2 years we have been pleased to share a small office with Link 
Ethiopia in St George’s Church. However, both The Kindu Trust and Link Ethiopia 
have outgrown this space and we have found new premises to move to in 
London.  In the new office we will have 3 permanent desk spaces and this will 
enable us to grow further, particularly with our fundraising activities. We will 
continue to share an office with Link Ethiopia, as we have found this partnership 
to be beneficial to both charities. 

We are so excited about this 
move as it heralds a new era of 
growth for The Kindu Trust! 
Please amend your records with 
our new address! 

Celebrating Genna with our families 
 
The team in Ethiopia would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who 
purchased gifts from this year’s Gift Catalogue. Two of our most popular items 
this year were the “Family Christmas Dinner” and “Christmas Stocking”.  
These gifts were distributed on 5th January, just in time for the family’s Genna 
(Christmas) celebrations. This was the first time that The Kindu Trust has given 
out gifts such as these before and the families who received these items were 
extremely happy at the 
unexpected surprise!   
 

Don’t forget, you can buy items from our Gift Catalogue at any 
time of the year . Easter is the BIGGEST event in the Ethiopian 
calendar, and it costs just £13 to provide a celebratory meal for 
a family. To order, visit www.kindugifts.org or send a cheque 
to our new office address! 

The Kindu Trust 
Peel Centre 
Percy Circus 
London 
WC1X 9EY 
 

Phone:  07866 322291 
Email: Kindu@kindutrust.org 
Website: Kindutrust.org 



NEW: Income Generating Project - Bead Making 
One of The Kindu Trust’s  objectives is to provide support and assistance for all family members of our 

sponsored children. In the coming months we will be designing projects and 
applying for funding. The first of these projects has already started on a very 
small scale. The team in Ethiopia is employing 2 women, the mother of one 
beneficiary and the sister of another, to make beads out of old, glossy 
magazines. These beads are then used to make bracelets and necklaces that are 
sold to tourists in the Kindu Gift Shop. 
 
The women are paid a base salary which is topped up by commissions from 
sales, providing them with financial security and independence. 

We need material 
 

We are expanding the amount and variety of products 
that are sold to tourists in our Gift Shop in Gondar and 
have started working with a tailor-in-training, Mulualem, 
to make bags to sell in the shop. Mulualem is the father of 
one of our sponsored children and he is disabled, needing 
crutches to walk. The Kindu Trust is assisting him in the 
purchase of a sewing machine. If you have any spare 
material that you think will be useful for this purpose, 
Mulualem could certainly put it to good use!  
Please send it directly to Ethiopia at The Kindu Trust - 
Ethiopia, PO Box 1500, Gondar, Ethiopia. 
 

The Team in Gondar is Growing! 
 
Thanks to the increased number of new sponsors and donors who have been supporting our work, the charity is really 
thriving and growing. So much so, in fact, that we have employed 2 new staff in Ethiopia. Tadele Demissie joins the 
team as another Sponsorship Coordinator and is working closely with Fente to visit our beneficiaries and write up 
their welfare reports.  Lainie Belay joins the team as a Project Coordinator and is working on starting and running a 
number of small scale income generation projects.  

Can you help? Gondar Book Club 
 

The Book Club is an exciting programme that has just 
started in 5 schools in Gondar. The Book Club focuses on 
improving children’s reading skills by having the older 
children within the school read to the younger children 2 
days a week. Given the overcrowded classrooms and 
levels of illiteracy within Ethiopia, this is a great way that 
pupils can help each other to learn. 
 
The Book Club is not a Kindu Trust project, but we are very 
pleased to be able  to support it, and would be happy if 
you are able to help by sending  books to Ethiopia that can 
be used in this programme. English easy reading books 
would work very well and can be sent to: 
Ericka Scott, University of Gondar, C/O President’s Office, 
PO Box 196, Gondar, Ethiopia. 
 
Many thanks!  

Don’t forget to update your 
records with our new address: 
The Kindu Trust, Peel Centre, 

Percy Circus, London, WC1X 9EY 

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by 
email, please send your email address to Hannah at 
kindu@kindutrust.org.  


